2026 JOHN H. WATSON SOCIETY TREASURE HUNT 
1. Who drank water with his whiskey?  1 point for every correct answer unless specified.
ANSWER: Tobias Gregson or Jonathan Small
“Gregson, pompously, rubbing his fat hands and inflating his chest. Sherlock Holmes gave a sigh of relief, and relaxed into a smile. "Take a seat, and try one of these cigars," he said. "We are anxious to know how you managed it. Will you have some whiskey and water?" "I don't mind if I do," the detective answered.” STUD
Jonathan Small  “He stopped, and held out his manacled hands for the whiskey-and-water which Holmes had brewed for him.” SIGN
2. Only two Baker Street Irregulars were identified by name. Who are they? (2)
ANSWER: “Wiggins” STUD, SIGN, “Simpson” CROO
“the spokesman of the street Arabs, young Wiggins, introduced his insignificant and unsavoury person.”  STUD 

"Ah, here is Simpson to report." "He's in all right, Mr. Holmes," cried a small street Arab, running up to us. "Good, Simpson!" said Holmes, patting him on the head. “CROO

3. Which newspaper was mentioned in the most stories in the Canon? 
ANSWER: Times seven stories; BLUE, ENGR, HOUN, LAST, MISS, SIGN, SOLI

4. Name the two churches where a wedding took place and the church where a scheduled wedding didn’t occur. (3)
ANSWER: St. George’s NOBL, St. Monica’s SCAN and St. Savior’s IDEN
l
5. Two different notices of disrupted nuptial arrangements appeared in the same newspaper. Which newspaper? 
ANSWER: The Morning Post 

“Now, you remember the sudden end of the engagement between the Honourable Miss Miles and Colonel Dorking? Only two days before the wedding there was a paragraph in the Morning Post to say that it was all off.” CHAS

“Three days later appeared a paragraph in the Morning Post to say that the marriage between Baron Adelbert Gruner and Miss Violet de Merville would not take place.” ILLU

6. What do the cities St. Louis and Riga have in common?
ANSWER: French Detective François Le Villard 

“I was consulted last week by François Le Villard, who, as you probably know, has come rather to the front lately in the French detective service.(...) The case was concerned with a will, and possessed some features of interest. I was able to refer him to two parallel cases, the one at Riga in 1857, and the other at St. Louis in 1871, which have suggested to him the true solution.” SIGN   


7. Sherlock Holmes didn’t recognize this Scottish writer when mentioned by Watson.
ANSWER: THOMAS CARLYLE
“Upon my quoting Thomas Carlyle, he inquired in the naivest way who he might be and what he had done.”  STUD

8. What Scotland Yard detective, specifically, was not a chicken?
ANSWER: Lestrade
“Lestrade, lean and ferret-like as ever, was standing by the doorway, and greeted my companion and myself. "This case will make a stir, sir," he remarked. "It beats anything I have seen, and I am no chicken."  STUD

9. Which character answered Holmes’ questions  while seated on furniture upholstered by horse hair?
ANSWER: JOHN RANCE  
“Rance sat down on a horsehair sofa, and knitted his brows as though determined not to omit anything in his narrative.”  STUD

10. Who is the only female violinist mentioned in the Canon?
ANSWER:  NERUDA
“And now for lunch, and then for Norman Neruda. Her attack and her bowing are splendid.”
“Wilhelmine Maria Franziska Neruda, also known as Wilma Norman-Neruda and Wilma, Lady Hallé, was a Czech virtuoso violinist, chamber musician, and teacher.” STUD

11.  How many people in the Canon were employed as paperhangers? 
ANSWER: ONE. KESWICK
“On inquiring at Number 13 we found that the house belonged to a respectable paperhanger, named Keswick,” STUD

12. American cities New York (5) and Chicago (4) were mentioned in different stories in the Canon. Which city was next, being mentioned in two stories?
ANSWER: Philadelphia  COPP and VALL  St. Louis STUD and SIGN Buffalo appeared twice including in the original Strand edition of VALL and LAST.

13. Sherlock Holmes used several different aliases in the Canon. Can you name all six?  (6)
ANSWER:  Altamont LAST, Basil BLAC, Escott CHAS, Harris STOC, Pierrot BRUC, Sigerson EMPT, Dr Watson STUD (the advertisement)
“Altamont of Chicago had no existence in fact. I used him and he is gone." "Then who are you?" "It is really immaterial who I am,”  LAST
“The fact that several rough-looking men called during that time and inquired for Captain Basil made me understand that Holmes was working somewhere under one of the numerous disguises and names with which he concealed his own formidable identity.”  BLAC
“I am a plumber with a rising business, Escott by name. I have walked out with her each evening, and I have talked with her.” CHAS

“What is your particular line, Mr. Harris?" "I am an accountant," said Holmes. STOC
"To-night. Same hour. Same place. Two taps. Most vitally important. Your own safety at stake. PIERROT. "By George!" cried Lestrade. "If he answers that we've got him!" "That was my idea when I put it in.”  BRUC
“You may have read of the remarkable explorations of a Norwegian named Sigerson, but I am sure that it never occurred to you that you were receiving news of your friend.”  EMPT

14. Dr. John H. Watson used two different aliases. Can you name them?  (2)
ANSWER: Dr. Hill Barton ILLU, Price STOC
“Holmes handed me a card upon which was printed: "Dr. Hill Barton, 369 Half Moon Street." "That is your name for the evening, Watson.” ILLU
"Ah yes, we shall want something of the sort. And you, Mr. Price?" "A clerk," said I.” STOC

15. Sherlock Holmes observed three men in the Canon with a tattoo. Can you name the persons and the type of tattoo?  (3)
ANSWER: Commissionaire delivering blue envelope, blue anchor STUD, 
Jabez Wilson Fish on wrist REDH, 
Victor Trevor, J.A. on arm GLOR

16. Two women were both described as being handsome and of middle age. Who are they?  (2)
ANSWER: Lady Frances Carfax and Brenda Tregennis
«“A rather pathetic figure, the Lady Frances, a beautiful woman, still in fresh middle age, and yet, by a strange change, the last derelict of what only twenty years ago was a goodly fleet.” “Holmes plucked it off and disclosed the statuesque face of a handsome and spiritual woman of middle age. LADY
“Miss Brenda Tregennis had been a very beautiful girl, though now verging upon middle age. Her dark, clear-cut face was handsome, even in death. DEVI 

17. Name the character based on the feline clues in the Canon.  (7)
a.  “his gray whiskers bristled like those of an angry cat.”  Frankland HOUN
b. “Strong as a lion” 					 Capt. Crocker ABBE/Amberley RETI
c. "A purring cat who thinks he sees prospective mice.”  Baron Adelbert Gruner ILLU
d. "It was that hell-cat”				Kitty Winter ILLU
e. “He could climb like a cat”			            Tonga SIGN
f.   “He would be friends both with the lion and the tiger”  Rajah in northern provinces SIGN
g. “had the strength of a lion in that great trunk of his”  Josiah Amberley  RETI   



18.  Caninical Depictions. Name the character with his canine description in the Canon:  (14)
a.	“Cunning dog” 				Hugo Oberstein  BRUC
b.	“like a retriever after a wounded bird.”	Sherlock Holmes	DANC		
c.	“a small, wiry bulldog”			Inspector Lestrade	HOUN		
d.	“This drunken hound”			            Sir Eustace Brackenstall ABBE		
e.	“A fierce bulldog face”			Patrick Cairns BLAC			
f.	“Take that, you hound.”			Charles Milverton	CHAS		
g.	“as brave as a bulldog”			Peter Jones	REDH				
h.	“like a Newfoundland dog”			Tonga	SIGN	
i.	“like a dog with its master.”			Silas Brown  SILV				
j.	“like a hungry wolf”				Beppo	 SIXN/Ted Baldwin VALL		
k.	“like a cowardly dog”			            Jack Woodley	/Williamson SOLI		
l.	“a human bloodhound”			Jefferson Hope STUD			
m.	“bulldog eyes”				            Inspector Gregson/Baynes WIST		
n.	“a bulldog chin”				Hugh Boone/Neville St. Clair	TWIS			
18. m.  Caninical Depictions. Name the character with his canine description in the Canon:  ANSWER: EITHER GREGSON OR BAYNES  "Mrs. Hudson opened the door to usher in two robust and official-looking individuals, one of whom was well known to us as Inspector Gregson of Scotland Yard, an energetic, gallant, and, within his limitations, a capable officer. He (Gregson) shook hands with Holmes and introduced his comrade as Inspector Baynes, of the Surrey Constabulary. "We are hunting together, Mr. Holmes, and our trail lay in this direction." He turned his bulldog eyes upon our visitor. "Are you Mr. John Scott Eccles, of Popham House, Lee?"  

An equal number of people chose Baynes as Gregson. My initial answer was Gregson because  Mrs. Hudson opens the door and describes Gregson. Gregson shakes hands with Holmes and introduces Baynes to him. and I believe Gregson would be the one speaking, "We are hunting together." He then turns his bulldog eyes on Eccles. To me, it would make sense that the inspector who knew Holmes would be the one to start talking to Holmes.  After the inspector's conversation with Eccles, Holmes interrupts, "Wait a bit, Gregson," said Sherlock Holmes. "All you desire is a plain statement, is it not?" Furthermore, Baynes’ eyes are described as, “The country detective was a stout, puffy, red man, whose face was only redeemed from grossness by two extraordinarily bright eyes, almost hidden behind the heavy creases of cheek and brow.” However, others convinced me that this could also be interpreted as “bulldog eyes.”

19. 	What do Alice Rucastle, Percy Phelps and Mrs. Barclay have in common?
ANSWER: They all suffered from ‘brain fever.”
 Miss Alice Rucastle in Copper Beeches for six weeks was at death’s door.  Percy Phelps recovered from nine weeks of brain-fever in the Naval Treaty and Mrs. Barclay, the murdered colonel’s wife in The Crooked Man, who went temporarily insane from an attack of brain fever after her husband’s death.

20.	What do Constable John Rance, Inspector Stanley Hopkins and the law firm Morrison, Morrison And Dodd have in common?
ANSWER: Their address begins with the number 46. 
Rance; 46 Audley Court, Kensington, Hopkins: 46 Lord Street, Brixton, Morrison et al: 46 Old Jewry, 
Answer: They worked on cases involving a person who was poisoned.

STUD: John Rance:  He is the constable who discovered the body of Enoch Drebber at Lauriston Gardens, who was poisoned. 
GOLD: Stanley Hopkins is on the case  in The Golden Pince-Nez.  In it, Anna, the wife of Professor Coram, kills herself with poison. 
SUSS: Morrison, Morrison, and Dodd: The firm which called in Holmes to investigate the case for Robert Ferguson in which his older son poisoned his younger son.

21.	Though he never had it for breakfast, he brought it home at last. Who and what? 
Answer: Sherlock Holmes a.k.a. Altamont; bacon 
“For answer the man (Altamont/Holmes) waved a small brown-paper parcel triumphantly above his head. “You can give me the glad hand to-night, mister,” he cried. “I’m bringing home the bacon at last.”  LAST

22. Two characters in the Canon have four different vowels in their surname. One is male and the other female.  Can you name both of them?  (2)
Answer: LaRothière, Louis BRUC, Von Saxe-Meningen, Clothilde Lothman SCAN
Lord Mount-James and Mr. Cornelius  The letter “y” is a vowel, Moriarty and Barrymore.
23. Two persons were so pale that they were compared with an aquatic animal. Who are the two persons? (2)
Answer: Harry Pinner aka Beddington; Godfrey Emsworth
Harry Pinner aka Beddington, “His brow glistened with perspiration, his cheeks were of the dull, dead white of a fish’s belly, and his eyes were wild and staring. STOC
Godfrey Emsworth ,“Only in colour. His face was—how shall I describe it?—it was of a fish-belly whiteness. It was bleached.” BLAN
24. From which haberdasher did Enoch Drebber purchase his hat?
ANSWER: John Underwood and Sons
“You remember the hat beside the dead man?" "Yes," said Holmes; "by John Underwood and Sons, 129, Camberwell Road." STUD

25.  “Baker Street” is specifically mentioned in 48 of the stories in the Canon. Which street is mentioned in the second number of stories?
ANSWER: Oxford Street is mentioned in 10 stories
Oxford Street BLUE, CHAS, EMPT, FINA, GREE,, HOUN, LADY PRIO, REDH, RESI



26. Three foreign banks are named in the Canon, can you name them?  (3)
ANSWER: BANK OF FRANCE, CREDIT LYONNAISE AND DEUTSCHE BANK
Bank of France REDH, Crédit Lyonnaise LADY MAZA VALL, Deutsche Bank VALL

27.  Can you name these four warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrates distinguished by the possession of feathers, wings, and a beak and (typically) by being able to fly and the stories in which they either boomed, flapped or croaked?  (4)
ANSWER:- One boomed. BITTERN HOUN, Two birds flapped. BUZZARD STUD, GOOSE BLUE, Two birds croaked -RAVENS HOUN

28. Can you name the island and the couple who married and moved to live on the small island?  (2)
ANSWER: Mauritius and Mr. Fowler and Miss Rucastle 
Mr. Fowler and Miss Rucastle were  married, by special license, in Southampton the day after their flight, and he is now the holder of a government appointment in the island of Mauritius. COPP

29. Name the woman whose husband left her after she married him without the consent of her father?
ANSWER: Laura Lyons
“She married an artist named Lyons, who came sketching on the moor. He proved to be a blackguard and deserted her. The fault from what I hear may not have been entirely on one side. Her father refused to have anything to do with her because she had married without his consent and perhaps for one or two other reasons as well.” HOUN     33

30.  Two women in the Canon married men 20 years older than them. Can you name the two?  (2)
ANSWER: Mrs. Douglas VALL Mrs. Amberley RETI

“… she was an English lady who had met Mr. Douglas in London, he being at that time a widower. She was a beautiful woman, tall, dark, and slender, some twenty years younger than her husband; a disparity which seemed in no wise to mar the contentment of their family life.” VALL
“Early in 1897 he married a woman twenty years younger than himself — a good-looking woman, too.” RETI

31. The most common methods of dying in the Canon was either getting shot or stabbed to death. Can you name three persons who died from diabetes, edema and pulmonary tuberculosis?  (3)
ANSWER: John Turner,  Lady Beatrice Falder Norberton, Mrs. Godfrey Staunton 
"I am a dying man," said old Turner. "I have had diabetes for years. BOSC
“My sister died of the dropsy which had long afflicted her." SHOS

“But at last there came a terrible blow in the shape of dangerous illness to his wife. It was consumption of the most virulent kind. The poor boy was half crazed with grief, and yet he
… has remained in the same state, kneeling at the end of her bed, until this morning death put an end to her sufferings.” MISS

Dropsy: a formal dropsy definition is: “an abnormal accumulation of serous fluid in a body cavity or in the cellular tissues.” Most people with this condition refer to edema of the affected region.
Consumption: An old and once common term for wasting away of the body, particularly from pulmonary tuberculosis (TB).

32. Name the person whose family coat of arms was bright blue with a ball with four spikes.
ANSWER: "'Lord Robert Walsingham de Vere St. Simon, second son of the Duke of Balmoral.' 'Arms: Azure, three caltrops in chief over a fess sable. NOBL

33. A sundial appears in four stories. Can you name all four?  (4)
ANSWER: FIVE, DANC, THOR, VALL
“But what is this written above them?' "'Put the papers on the sundial,' I read, peeping over his shoulder. FIVE

"Three days later a message was left scrawled upon paper, and placed under a pebble upon the sun-dial. Here it is. DANC

“It implored me to see her there after dinner, said she had something important to say to me, and asked me to leave an answer on the sundial in the garden, as she desired no one to be in our confidence. THOR

“Rows of very ancient yew trees cut into strange designs girded it round. Inside was a beautiful stretch of lawn with an old sundial in the middle, the whole effect so soothing and restful that it was welcome to my somewhat jangled nerves. VALL

34. Can you name the red-headed solicitor who moved his office to 17 King Edward Street?
ANSWER: WILLIAM MORRIS aka Duncan Ross
"'What, the red-headed man?' "'Yes.' "'Oh,' said he, 'his name was William Morris. He was a solicitor and was using my room as a temporary convenience until his new premises were ready. He moved out yesterday.' "'Where could I find him?' "'Oh, at his new offices. He did tell me the address. Yes, 17 King Edward Street, near St. Paul's.' REDH

35. Name three men who wanted to marry a woman on a bicycle.  (3)
ANSWER: CYRIL MORTON, JACK WOODLEY, BOB CARRUTHERS  SOLI

36. Can you name the father of the man who was found shot to death in his second floor sitting room?
ANSWER: EARL OF MAYNOOTH 
The Honourable Ronald Adair was the second son of the Earl of Maynooth, EMPT


37. Can you name the man who led Holmes to a crypt looking for bones?
ANSWER: JOHN MASON SHOS

38. At what bank did Sherlock Holmes keep his money? Can you name two other men who kept their money at the same bank?  (3)
ANSWER: CAPITAL AND COUNTIES BANK, ARTHUR CADOGEN WEST AND NEVILLE ST. CLAIR
"I should be glad if you would make me out a Cheque for six thousand pounds. It would be as well, perhaps, for you to cross it. The Capital and Counties Bank, Oxford Street branch, are my agents." PRIO
He had also a check-book on the Woolwich branch of the Capital and Counties Bank. Through this his identity was established. BRUC
I may add that his whole debts at the present moment, as far as we have been able to ascertain, amount to 88 pounds 10s., while he has 220 pounds standing to his credit in the Capital and Counties Bank. There is no reason, therefore, to think that money troubles have been weighing upon his mind. "Last Monday Mr. Neville St. Clair TWIS    

39. Two tickets weren’t used to attend a play at which theater?
ANSWER: THE HAYMARKET THEATER OR WOOLWICH THEATER
“I had examined the box-office chart at the Haymarket Theatre — another of Dr. Watson's bull's-eyes — and ascertained that neither B thirty nor thirty-two of the upper circle had been occupied that night.” RETI
“There is a list here of his possessions. His purse contained two pounds fifteen. He had also a check-book on the Woolwich branch of the Capital and Counties Bank. Through this his identity was established. There were also two dress-circle tickets for the Woolwich Theatre, dated for that very evening.” BRUC
My original answer was Haymarket but an equal number of answers included Woolwich.

40. A letter from this hotel made a family anxious and led to the hiring of Sherlock Holmes. Name the hotel.
ANSWER: HOTEL NATIONAL AT LAUSANNE
The last letter was from the Hotel National at Lausanne. Lady Frances seems to have left there and given no address. The family are anxious, and as they are exceedingly wealthy no sum will be spared if we can clear the matter up."

41. Name two men in the Canon who graduated from the University of London. (2)
ANSWER: JOHN H. WATSON AND PERCY TREVELYAN
In the year 1878 I took my degree of Doctor of Medicine of the University of London, and proceeded to Netley to go through the course prescribed for surgeons in the army.
"I am compelled, to begin with, to say something of my own college career. I am a London University man, you know, RESI

42. Who is the only person to have kissed Sherlock Holmes?
ANSWER: PERCY PHELPS  
Phelps “seized his hand and kissed it” when Holmes returned the treaty to him. NAVA

43. Name two people who earned a twopence for their chores. (2)
ANSWER: SHERLOCK HOLMES and MARY SUTHERLAND]
“I lent the ostlers a hand in rubbing down their horses, and received in exchange twopence, a glass of half and half, two fills of shag tobacco, and as much information as I could desire about Miss Adler, SCAN
I find that I can do pretty well with what I earn at typewriting. It brings me twopence a sheet, and I can often do from fifteen to twenty sheets in a day." CASE

44. Sherlock Holmes authored several monographs that were mentioned in the Canon. Can you name five authors of other monographs and of their topics?  (7)
ANSWER: 
“Some Freaks of Atavism” James Mortimer HOUN
“Binomial Theorem” Prof. James Moriarty  FINA
Deep-sea fishes by “A staff commander” SCAN
“Is Disease a Reversion?” James Mortimer HOUN
“The kingdom of the Midianites” upon which he was writing a monograph. Schlessinger- LADY
“Obscure Nervous Lesions” Dr. Percy Trevelyan RESI
“Do We Progress?”  James Mortimer HOUN 
Unknown book upon Chinese pottery by Baron Adelbert Gruner   ILLU 

45. The Three Students competed for the Fortescue Scholarship but the winner was never named. Can you identify someone else who actually won a scholarship?
ANSWER: PERCY PHELPS 
“a lad named Percy Phelps, who was of much the same age as myself, though he was two classes ahead of me. He was a very brilliant boy, and carried away every prize which the school had to offer, finished his exploits by winning a scholarship.” NAVA

46. Which narcotic is mentioned in the most stories in the Canon?
ANSWER: OPIUM 
LION SIGN SILV STUD TWIS WIST

47. Name the two types of fish that Holmes and Watson planned to discuss over a glass of wine.  (2)
ANSWER: EELS AND DACE. SHOS
“I suggest that we have our host in for a glass of his own wine and hold some high converse upon eels and dace,”  SHOS

48. Name the boxer who was compared to a fish and name the fish.  (2)
ANSWER: SAM MERTON  and BLUE-HEADED GUDGEON

“Sam Merton the boxer. Not a bad fellow, Sam, but the Count has used him. Sam's not a shark. He is a great big silly bull-headed gudgeon.”




49. Did Watson ever catch a fish? If so, what type of fish?
ANSWER: YES-A TROUT
“we did actually use our fishing tackle in the mill-stream with the result that we had a dish of trout for our supper.” SHOS  This question was unclear because it didn’t specifically identify the one who caught the fish and it could have been Holmes, but everyone agreed YES was correct.

50. Sherlock Holmes enjoyed playing the violin and was “a very capable performer but a composer of no ordinary merit.”  Can you name five other composers mentioned in the Canon?  (5)  THERE AREAT LEAST 8.
ANSWER:  Chopin STUD, Lassus SIGN, Mendelssohn STUD, Offenbach MAZA, Wagner REDC, Paganini  CARD  Hoffman MAZA, Sarasate REDH

51. Can you name the only barrister mentioned in the Canon and their client? (2)
ANSWER: MR. JOYCE CUMMINGS  and GRACE DUNBAR  THOR

52. The fire department had to come to a crime scene in two stories. Can you name them?  (2)
ANSWER: ENGINEER’S THUMB and NORWOOD BUILDER, added VALLEY OF FEAR
When the vicarage caught fire he distinguished himself also by the fearlessness with which he reentered the building to save property, after the local fire brigade had given it up as impossible. VALL    

53. What time did Dr. Watson pass Big Ben while he was in a hansom cab? 
ANSWER: 7:35 p.m.
“we were flying in a hansom down Baker Street. But even so it was twenty-five to eight as we passed Big Ben.”

54. Name the person who looked like an apple?
ANSWER: JAMES LANCASTER and added HENRY WOOD
“The first who entered was a little ribston-pippin of a man, with ruddy cheeks and fluffy white side-whiskers. Holmes had drawn a letter from his pocket. "What name?" he asked. "James Lancaster."  A Ribston-Pippin is a classic dessert apple with a pear aroma and russeted skin. BLAC 
Henry Wood “his face was all crinkled and puckered like a withered apple” [CROO]

55. Who did Col. Moran kill in 1887?
ANSWER: MRS. STEWART
“You may have some recollection of the death of Mrs. Stewart, of Lauder, in 1887. Not? Well, I am sure Moran was at the bottom of it; but nothing could be proved. “EMPT

56. Can you name the person who knocked out one of Sherlock Holmes’s teeth? And where did it happen?  (2)
ANSWER: MATTHEWS -WAITING ROOM AT CHARING CROSS  
“poisoner, and Merridew of abominable memory, and Mathews, who knocked out my left canine in the waiting-room at Charing Cross, and, finally, here is our friend of to-night." EMPT
57. Can you name the young man who was wearing a dark formal college coat when he disappeared?  Which college?  (2)
ANSWER: LORD SALTIRE 
“"His absence was discovered at seven o'clock on Tuesday morning. His bed had been slept in. He had dressed himself fully before going off in his usual school suit of black Eton jacket and dark grey trousers. “PRIO
There was controversy on this question and I determined that Geoffrey Staunto was incorrect because his clothing was never described when he disappeared. This was kind of a trick question as Lord Saltire was only 10 years old, so some objected to the term “young man.’ It is what it is.
I frequently call youngsters “young man.”

58. Name the three stories which Holmes was able to solve without ever leaving 221B. (3)
ANSWER: IDEN, DYIN, MAZA,   I added NOBL, FIVE after being convinced that Holmes had “solved the case” before leaving 221B.

59. Name three stories where a cat appeared and you can’t count Kitty Winter.  (3)
ANSWER: CHAS, LAST, YELL
CHAS:  Something rushed out at us and my heart sprang into my mouth, but I could have laughed when I realized that it was the cat.

LAST:  Only one window showed a light behind them; in it there stood a lamp, and beside it, seated at a table, was
a dear old ruddy-faced woman in a country cap. She was bending over her knitting and stopping occasionally
to stroke a large black cat upon a stool beside her.

YELL:  “It was all still and quiet upon the ground floor. In the kitchen a kettle was singing on the fire, and a large black cat lay coiled up in the basket; but there was no sign of the woman whom I had seen before. I ran into the other room, but it was equally deserted.

60. Over the past few years, one person has had extreme difficulty solving the Treasure Hunt’s ciphers and has complained about it every time two Sherlockians meet at different conferences and on-line Zoom get-togethers. Hopefully, this year’s Watsonian phrase, an anagram formed from the following words, will be easier to solve for that Sherlockian as well as you.  (10)

“Hark. In Finland the king was a sinner. Three oration ideas feared her.”    
ANSWER:  “I had neither kith nor kin in England, and was therefore as free as air.”
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